Mark Richards’ Hamlet

Equally ambitious is 31-year-old Mark Richards’ passion to write ﬁl a 5 u n & %
an opera based on Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Richards, who received
his Master’s degree in music theory from the University of Toronto .
in 2007, has been writing the music and libretto for this full-length Discover why y -
opera since 2004. It was given its first complete public reading at Mason & Hamlin pianos '
Stratford Summer Music in 2008 where it was acclaimed by enthusi- are referred to as
astic audiences. T e B} » 4
TrypTych gives the piece its first complete staging on June 24, The World’s Finest”
26, 27 and 29 at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 2737 Bayview Ave-
nue, with Brett Kingsbury conducting and Edward Franko directing.
Richards says that writing vocal music has always come naturally
to him: “When I finished my bachelor’s, I decided I needed a large,
long-term project to help solidify my musical style and help find
my own compositional voice.” He chose Hamlet because he has
always been passionate about the play and found that the emotions it
inspired helped him to write the music. Richards’ goal was fidelity
to Shakespeare’s text, although operatic form obviously necessitated
abridging the play and reducing the number of characters.
Hamlet is written for seven singers with some doubling of roles,
and comprises over 50 recitatives. arias, duets and ensembles. In
Stratford it had an eight-member chamber orchestra. In Toronto it
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will have piano accompaniment - but, unlike Stratford, the singers ’ ¥
will be off-book and in character with Paul Williamson as Hamlet,
Virginia Gallop-Evoy as Gertrude and Nathaniel Wiseman as Clau- R RESTRICTEDTO
. . . . Limited Production built by hand
dius. TrypTych has already expressed its desire to bring the opera using only the finest materials

to a fully-staged and costumed production with orchestra in the near

future. For more information about the composer, including excepts For an appointment to see and play Canada's largest selection
from Hamlet, visit www.markrichardscomposer.com. For more {all models !) of new Mason & Hamlin grand pianos you are invited
about TrypTych visit www.tryptych.org.  tocall 1-866-631-6696 or email willem@masonhamlin.ca

www.masonhamlin.ca

Wondering what
tO dO about your aging pipe Organ? This featured French console is

Allen’s Heritage version of the

A . Renaissance Quantum Q345C
Allen Combination Pipe and Digital organs are . .
designed, built and installed with attention to organ with an enhanged agdlo SY&-
detail that ensures truly artistic results, i Fem, mclydmg quad
successfully melding the principles of e S———lC
traditional pipe organ building with T Ay At g For more information
21st century technology. P ; ) W §  regarding this Digital
It may be time to consider updating < i o | : Pipe combination or
your pipe organ and the fine = . any of the other fine
investment made many years ago. An musical instruments
Allen combination pipe and digital organ will from Allen Organ
open up dynamic new opportunities for Nl Company, please
music ministry and organ performance. Your T contact Ontario
contemporary group will enjoy the . . . dealer, Gordon
accompaniment po,ssibilities of this new . Mansell, President
Cor."ma”d Qentral music station and Artistic Director.
equipped with advanced audio and
MIDI capabilities. Your pipe organ need
not be discarded. With an Allen
solution, it will be dramatically transformed
for a new generation to appreciate!

Glionna Mansell Corporation
Exclusive Allen Organ Dealer for Ontario east to Port Hope
www.glionnamansell.com

416-769-5224, toll free, 877-769-5224
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